
● Caring for the health needs of rural and 
underserved population is a specialty in itself.

● Rural and Underserved patients face different 
health issues than people in cities and towns or 
with access to more resources.  

● To best serve them rural and underserved health 
care providers should receive specialized training 
and hands-on experience working with these 
populations. 
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The Rural and Underserved Health Scholars 
Program (RUHSP)l prepares students for rural 
practice by providing opportunities to develop 
leadership skills, gain patient care experience and 
learn research techniques necessary to 
understand the unique needs of rural and 
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A rural/underserved training program successfully enrolled students and 
is currently evaluating the impact of the program on student learning, 
community impact, and rural health workforce development. 

Explore development of a modified training program for current providers 
practicing in rural or underserved areas or have an interest in learning 
more about the needs of these patient populations 

Participant pre-survey results
● 40% come from a hometown of under 7500 people. 
● Self-rating scores on knowledge and abilities related to 

rural/underserved care were “fair” on average. 
● Majority agreed with having an interest in practicing in a 

rural/underserved setting, but were neutral regarding preparedness 
and confidence 
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Thank you to our current Rural Scholars for their participation, effort 
and passion for serving the community.
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